
Parish Priority Plan Survey Coming in August              

 
The parish council would like your input and a committee of parishioners and staff has 
developed a survey to help us. Feedback from parishioners helps the parish leadership in 
achieving our goal, stated in the mission statement, that we are a dynamic parish, leading 
others to embrace the love of God. The parish leadership is committed to addressing issues and 
seizing opportunities identified in the survey. The following Q & A maybe helpful in why: 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
Q:  What is the purpose of the Parish Survey? 
A: SLDM is a Catholic Community, and you are the lifeblood of the parish. As in any community,  
    the leadership must understand and address the needs of its members.  We often receive    
    letters or phone calls from individuals with suggestions for improvement.  The survey allows  
    us to hear from all parishioners and better understand how we can make their experience at  
    SLDM more spiritually fulfilling. 
 
    SLDM has partnered with Our Sunday Visitor which has experience in administering surveys  
    for Catholic parishes around the country.  The OSV staff will assist us in administering the  
    survey as well as analyzing the responses.  Most importantly they will help us to put together  
    an action plan to address our priorities and implement it efficiently. 
 
Q: Why are we doing the survey now?  Didn’t we just do a survey recently? 
A: SLDM has undergone tremendous growth in the past few years. The last parish survey was  
    conducted in 2008. In the intervening years many families have joined SLDM.  
     
    Additionally, we anticipate that there will be leadership changes in the parish over the next  
    few years and the survey will allow us to put together a plan for the future that a new pastor  
    can use to quickly learn about the parish and make the transition much smoother. 
 
Q. How long will it take to fill out the survey? 
A. The survey has 45 questions and focuses in six areas: Mass and Liturgy, Faith Formation,  
     Evangelization, Parish Ministries, Parish Treasure and Communication. The majority of the     
    questions require a single tick of a box or two and there are opportunities for you to write in  
    answers if the multiple-choice responses don’t reflect your response. We estimate that it will  
    take 10-15 minutes to complete. 
 
Q.  How will parishioners access the survey? 



A.  A link to the online survey will be sent to all registered families via email.  The link  
     will also be in the monthly newsletter and on the parish website.  Paper copies will also be  
     available in the Narthex and at the parish office for those who would prefer to that method  
     to respond.  We ask that all adult parishioners, 18y/o and over, fill out a survey. 
 
    The survey will be anonymous unless the parishioner wants to sign it.  The data will be  
    analyzed in the aggregate and the staff will not know the names of individual respondents.   
    All parishioners should feel free to share any issues of concern or ideas for improvement. 
 
Q. How will the information from the survey be used? 
A. Initially, we will be looking at the responses to identify any areas for which a large number of  
    parishioner express concern or an idea that many people suggest. Once all the responses  
    have been analyzed, town hall meetings will be held to share the results with the parish. 
    In some cases, we may ask interested parishioners to participate in follow-up focus groups so    
    we can learn more about the issue.   
 
   Of course, not every issue can be resolved.  Some issues will be simple to fix and suggestions  
   easy to implement. Others may take longer and require more planning.  Once the priorities  
   and objectives have been set the plans will be shared with the parish. Our goal is to keep the  
   parishioners informed as we make progress on reaching the objectives.   
 
Q. When will the survey be available? 
A. Registered families will receive an email with a link to the survey the week of August 13th, 
and the link will be posted on the website as well.  Paper copies will be available in the Narthex 
and the parish office by August 17th.  
 
     We ask that all surveys be returned by Sept. 10th. 
 
We want to thank you in advance for your participation in this important survey.  Your input 
will help guide the parish into the future and give direction to parish leadership to better  
support you on your faith journey. 
 
 

 


